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overlooking the Wadi Hauran to the west of it. To
the south and east of the landing ground are ranges of
limestone hills, flat-topped except where some freak
of erosion has caused them to split and assume queer
broken outlines. This plain I christened the "Plain of
Unfulfilled Desire.'* It feels empty and wistful, although
many a time will you see the Bedou moving along the
horizon with their camels and flocks, looking for all the
world like a carved frieze under the pediment of heaven.
Amongst the hills to the east of the plain two stand out

CAIN   AND  ABEL.

prominently, side by side. One of them is conical in
shape; and the other flat-topped, making an irregular
quadrilateral. They are marked on the map as Twaidat
el Chaleb; I called them "Cain and Abel,"

Then if you turn round and look towards the west you
can see far over the Wadi Hauran a line of blue hills.
On the other side of them is El Jid. Legend has it that
there was once a king of this country who ruled from
Rutbah to El Jid. Perhaps it was he who dug out the
deep wells in the limestone at these places. On the
barren hillsides there are still to be seen the remains of
walls of houses and mine shafts. These hills I called